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Creates o ffspring of  50%  heterozygous or impure birds  

that look like Black Coppers  

            or            

ER/eWh  Hen                        ER/eWh Cock  

 

And  Creates offspring at 25%  Homozygous or pure Black Coppers  

          or               

ER/ER Hen                               ER/ER Cock  

And creates offspring at 25 %  Homozygous or Pure Wheatens  

            or               

eWh He n                                   eWh Cock  

See the problem?  75 % of the offspring looks just  like a Black Cooper 

Marans and are  being breed as Black Cooper Marans, even though  two - thirds  

are carrying the wheaten gene. Only 25 % of the original off spring will 

actually look like a W heaten . However  that is of use only  if you are lucky 

enough to identify  the two parent birds out of all these offspring that are 

homozygous carriers of t he eWh gene. Y ou will be able to tell the 25 % 

Wheaten  apart from the oth er 75% because they will hatch with  the light 

white down  which is very distinguishable from the black ER/ER & ER eWh 

chicks.  

What just took one crossing has created a problem that may take many years 

or even decades to resolve. Unless you can test mate and i dentify  

your carrier birds.  

So we hope to bring more to you soon about  just how we can work with this.  

Heterozygous Black Copper/Wheaten birds may show the following 

faults :  mossy plumage  in hens, excessive red in  the cockôs breast for 

starters and thighs for instance.   Let these be your red flags.  

Following extended articles. Test mating identification, Balance mating of 
BCs. Dual strain mating of BCs. 
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We have just created a mess.  

 I hope you are with me so far and now we will carry 

this to the step t hat has caused the enormous 

confusion of these birds. You r question is ñMy Birds 

looks just like Black Cop persò. Yes they do. Why? 

That question will answer itself in the next column.  

Letôs breed the offspring from the first cross of the 

eWh X ER.  

Crossed with this  

ER/eWh Hen                        ER/eWh Cock  

 

Continue to next column  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can the subject of W heatens crossed with a 

black copper be so hard to understand?  

What happens when you do  this cross ? 

Illustrations of  sexes may be vice -versa . 

            eWh = Wheaten    ER= Black Copper  

Crossed with this  

eWh Hen                            ER Cock  

Creates offspring of  

                       

ER/eWh  Hen      &             ER/eWh Cock  

Hereôs where the problems lies. The above offspring 

looks like homozygous ER/ER   

 Black Cooper Marans even though they are  Not.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.   
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Delete box or place a caption here.  

Delete box or place  

 special news here,  

such as call -out text.  

 Consider including customer 

testimonials or information  

 about awards youôve won. 

W HAT EGG COLOR SHOULD  WE BE 

AIMING FOR ? 
SHOULD IT BE THE VERY  DARK EGGS OR EGGS OF  

AN ACCEPTABLE COLOR ? 

YOU MIGHT THINK THE A NSWER TO THIS 

QUESTION IS OBVIOUS ,  BUT IS IT ? 

THE FRENCH MARANS CLUB STATES THE VAST 

MAJORITY OF MARANS EGGS ARE IN TH E 4  TO 6  

RANGE ,  AND THAT EGGS IN THE  7  TO 9  RANGE ARE 

EXCEPTIONAL OR ACCID ENTAL . 

SO WHAT ARE THE PROS &  CONS OF EACH ? 

VERY DARK EGGS ,  IF THE CORRECT SHAPE ,  WILL 

WIN MORE PRIZ ES AT SHOWS ,  THUS ATTRACTING 

THE BEST PRICE .  HOWEVER WE KNOW THAT TO 

BECOME THIS COLOR TH E EGG MUST PASS MORE  

SLOWLY THROUGH THE O VIDUCT THAN THE 4  TO 6  

EGG.  I N THIS CASE ARE WE N OT SELECTING FOR A 

LOWER EGG PRODUCTION  IF WE SELECT FOR THE  

DARKEST EGGS ? 

ON A NUMBER OF OCCASION S I  HAVE READ THAT 

BREEDERS HAVE MORE D IFFICULTY PRODUCING 

CHICKS FROM DARK EGG S,  MANY EMBRYOS DYING 

EARLY OR BEING TOO W EAK TO HATCH .  THE 

FOLLOWING EXTRACT MA YBE OF INTEREST .   

THE I NCUBATION BOOK BY DR ANDERSON 

BROWN &  G E S ROBERTS .  2 ND ED .  STATES ON 

P73   

"D ORMANT PERIOD AFTER LAYING  

 

COOLING AFTER LAYING PREVENTS FURTHER 

PROGRESS ,  AND THE EMBRYO LIES DORMANT 

UNTIL IT IS WARMED A GAIN .  THE DORMANT 

EMBRYO CAN SURVIVE Q UITE HAPPILY FOR 

PERIODS OF A WEEK OR  SO ,  BUT IF THE EGG WAS 

RETAINED  IN THE UTERUS TOO LO NG ,  

DEVELOPMENT CAN HAVE  REACHED A STAGE 

WHERE NORMAL CHILLIN G AND STORAGE ARE 

LETHAL .  SOME BIRDS PERSISTENT LY LAY EGGS 

LIKE THESE .  THEY ARE NOT INFERTIL E,  BUT VERY 

EARLY DEAD GERMS ."  

 

SO VERY DARK OR IN AN  ACCEPTABLE RANGE ? 

THE DECISI ON IS YOURS . 

DAVID  HANCOX  

DAVID IS WILLING TO A NSWERS ALL OF YOUR 

QUESTIONS ON GENETIC S ON THE  

MOAC  OPEN FORUM  

 

 

The New Marans of America Club chat room is 

up and running now. Come join  many Marans 
enthusiasts and join in n the fun.  
http://www.maransofamericaclub.com/MOAC -
Chat.php  

Marans of America Club will start 

having a featured member on the 

web site me mbers page.   This way 

you can get to know a little more 

about MOAC membersô goals and 

accomplishment s.  Donôt be shy and 

just email us a small bio about 

you rself  with picture and we will be 

honored to get you up on the 

members page.  

info@maransofamericaclub.com  

Happy Easter Eggs -  Black Copper Marans  
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We Hope to have a full update in Mayôs newsletter about 
the Big Bird Classic show. We hope to give you pictures 
and all the details. MOAC wants to thank all the MOAC 
members that have gone out of their way to make this a 
great 1 st annual MOAC meet.  
Thanks for all the hard work and donations and all 
participators  will be fully acknowledged in the M ayôs 
newsletter.  
The MOAC community really came together for this and 
we consider it a true blessing. For those who couldnôt 
make we hope to make you proud  of MOAC. God Bless!  
 

 

 

http://maransofamericaclub.com/MOAC-Open-Forum43.php
http://www.maransofamericaclub.com/MOAC-Chat.php
http://www.maransofamericaclub.com/MOAC-Chat.php
info@maransofamericaclub.com
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MOAC Member Andrew Wordes -  The 
Roswell Ch ickenman) with school children 
at his home  

W E ARE MARANS OF AMERI CA CLUB  
Your concerns interest us.   

                                                                        Letôs address an eBay issue. 

As Chairman of the Marans of America Club I  wou ld like to address a few 

remarks that have been brought to my attention this past month. First I 

would like to address the remarks  about concerns over our VP Jeanette 

McGee. This is concerning offering  a paid membership to the MOAC Club 

with the purchase of her Marans eggs on an eBay auction and using her 

status as VP in her advertising.   

First anyone can g ive away anything they want to anyone they want to. 

This is still America. A paid for club membership is owned by the payee to 

do with as they please including transferring of ownership  

Actually we would love it if  all of you were so generous as to buy a 

membership  to the MOAC for a friend . Yes, promote,  promote,  

promote  and letôs build a dynamic membership base and letôs be 

sure and make it fun!  

You write us and tell us how many ways you got new members to 

join us.  

As far as the concern that Jeanette was using her status of VP in 

her advertising and her personal gain, we have no rules against 

any one profiting honestly in any way. If Jeanette chooses to 

represent herself honestly as the VP, it certainly lends credibility to 

her product. We have several MOA C members that state that they 

are members of MOAC in their eBay auctions and we want them all 

to know that we greatly appreciate their support and we are glad 

they are proud of this club. Jeanette is very devoted to the MOAC, 

and very proud of being a mem ber of the club . She is also 

concerned that more novice breeders need to be educated on the 

marans breed, and she felt that offering a membership to a new 

person was her way of helping them . 

So with that being said, I would like to say good luck to all MOAC, 

eBay  sellers and thanks again for your support.  

Brenda Little  

MOAC-Chairman  

info@maransofamericaclub.com   

 

 

Here are some great  poultry  discounts  

Watch for the May issue for 

updates on new MOAC Board staff 

and some of their goals for the 

Club. We are very excited about 

the Clubôs future and hope all the 

members will be as well.  

Moving forward is what itôs all 

about!  
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